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On the evening of July 11 in downtown Santiago, riot squad police dispersed hundreds of
demonstrators with tear gas and water cannon, resulting in at least eight injuries and an
estimated 200 protesters arrested. The four-hour "hunger march," organized by labor unions and
neighborhood committees reportedly influenced by the proscribed Communist Party, was called
to protest Gen. Augusto Pinochet's continued rule and government economic policies. The clash
between civilians and police spread throughout the downtown area. Unidentified persons burned
five public buses, broke store windows, smashed traffic lights, and left a bomb near the Plaza de
Armas which was deactivated by police. At dusk, a bus driver was badly burned in an attempt to
remove an fire bomb from the bus, planted there by an unidentified person. The bus was parked
a block from the military junta's headquarters building. The demonstrators stopped traffic on the
city's principal avenues with the use of Molotov cocktails, parked cars, planters and gardening
equipment. [In Talca, 258 km. south of Santiago, the local media reported an electricity blackout
affecting the downtown area. At least 15 violent incidents occurred in that city on Monday evening
and early Tuesday morning, most involving damage to public transportation vehicles and electrical
facilities.] (Basic data from AP, 07/12/88).
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